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OCTOBER THANKSGIVING WORSHIP
SERVICE TO BE OBSERVED WITH

NO FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENT

Even after the State’s and City & County’s Orders
of Self-Quarantine in 2020, we are back to not being
able to conduct any type of gathering or meeting
at the Shrine. The New Year’s 2021 Celebration was
observed by individual appointments with careful
attention to assuring visitors’ and volunteers’ safety
and health. Our regular Monthly Worship service on
the 10th day briefly resumed from May to July 2021,
but unfortunately closed again to the public in August
and September due to the resurgence of the pandemic
with the COVID-19 variant. Volunteers’ Days, Clean-up
Days as well as the Scholarship Golf Tournament and
Hiroshima Peace Bell Commemoration Ceremony were
all cancelled this year again.

Although these events and gatherings were
cancelled, we still conduct individual personal blessing
services by appointment. The priests will also conduct
the Annual Autumn Thanksgiving Worship Service
on October 10th in a private service. The Board of
Directors will be in attendance as representatives.
Short blessings, open to the public, will be offered
during that day from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. You can
visit us to pray, but you cannot stay for an extended
time. Groups of 10 people or less may visit together,
following social distancing requirements (standing
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at least 6 feet apart), while wearing a face mask that
covers both the mouth and nose of all attendees older
than 2 years of age. The usual festive refreshments
and entertainment will not be served this year. Please
understand this situation and let us keep our hearts
upright together with Kami-sama (Gods, Deities)!

OFUDA/OMAMORI OFFICE HAS BEEN MOVED; AUTOMATIC WATER DISPENSER
INSTALLED AT BASIN; NEW BELL TO BE INSTALLED

After observing the 2021 New Year’s Celebration by online appointments for the first time, lzumo Taisha
Hawaii moved our Ofuda/Omamori office to the Nuuanu Stream side of the Kazuo & Mary Yamane Hall on
February 14. This room had previously been used for storage, but was renovated with a counter for visitors.
This was done in preparation for future building construction. We thank members Mike Phoenix, and the
Oshiro, Asato, Larsen, and Wong Families for their assistance with the big move.

Other renovations are also planned for other parts of the Shrine. At New Year’s 2021, we were not able
to provide use of the water basin for hand washing due to pandemic restrictions. We now have a modified
automatic water dispenser with motion sensor, donated and installed by Ross Oshiro. In addition, a new gold
bell at the Shrine entrance was donated by lzutsu Juyohinten of Kyoto, Japan. They are one of Izumo Taisha’s
suppliers. The previous three bells that were rung for many years were removed last year and the new one will

be installed this year.
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CELEBRATING 115 YEARS IN HAWAII

The year 2021 is supposed to be the 115th Anniversary of
our Mission although we cannot observe any gatherings
and physical celebration. Since we celebrated the 110th
Anniversary together with the Main Shrine officials from
Shimane, Japan in 2016, 5 years have passed already.
We always welcome your donations. Hopefully we can

' ' |
\uhserve the 120th Anniversary in 2026 on a grand scale! Yy,

BIG KOINOBORI (BOY’S DAY CARP
STREAMER) DONATIONS WELCOME!

Every May, Izumo Taisha hangs many big koinobori
to celebrate Boy’s Day in the front of the Shrine. We
welcome your donations of big koinobori, if you have
been keeping one in your storage room for many
years, after your children or grandchildren grew up. If
you have one to donate, please contact our office by
phone, email or through our website.

JAPANESE POEMS (WAKA OR TANKA):
SHINTO DESCRIBES ITS TEACHINGS
THROUGH POETRY

In Shinto tradition, people put their teachings in
writing, describing proper attitude, morals and ethics in
poetry because Shinto does not have established dogma
or doctrines. We also don’t have sacred scriptures such
as in the Bible or the Qur’an, but our ancestors felt
spirituality and received religious ideas directly from
their surrounding environment, or Divine Nature. Poetry
was the best way for them to explain their inspiration
literally.

Classical Japanese poems called waka (hereafter
referred to as tanka) consist of five lines (ku, or phrases)
of 5-7-5-7-7 syllabic units, containing 31 syllables total.

Lord Takatomi Senge, the 80th generation of lzumo
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¢ those poems, romanized and in translation.

§ 5 “Kokorozashi

$ <L TCDOD Takaku Tate tsutsu
§ R _DFED Fuji no Ne no

§ ZIELL Sugata Tadashiku

§ BBt Mi wo Osame nan”

&

¢ Develop your character as Mt. Fuji’s
¢ beautiful scenery shows you”

&

§ NId7=72 “Hito wa tada

S EERE Kokoro wo Tama to

g Migaka zu ba

g Umare Gai no
Ikade Ara mashi”

&



MEMBER'’S VOICE

In-Person? Zoom? That is the question!

By Ken Kiyohara, MBA
PhD in Learning Design & Technology
Izumo Taisha Member

| teach business and
communication courses
at a Japanese junior
college in Kapolei.

Like many of you, we

were forced to go into

pandemic lockdown

mode in Spring 2020

and had to shift our

method of instruction from in-person to online using
ZOOM, like many other educational institutions in the
U.S. and around the world.

Fast forward to Spring 2021, when we resumed
classroom instruction, and teaching seemed to get
a little more complicated. Although most of the
Japanese students decided to return to Hawaii as
the COVID-19 situation here appeared better than
at home, some students still remained in Japan and
asked to continue taking classes with ZOOM. As a
result, we grew to have two groups of students: one
in Hawaii and one in Japan.

This situation forced us to utilize a “hybrid” mode
of instruction, with ZOOM for students that could not
be in the classroom while teaching the other group
that was in the classroom. In addition, | occasionally
made some class meetings full-time ZOOM so that
the students in Japan would not feel left out from the
in-person environment.

After doing this a few times, | began to notice
that most of the students who were more vocal and
participatory on ZOOM became rather quiet during
in-person instruction. | thought that this might just
be a coincidence, but | continued observing this until
the end of our 5-week summer session. Interestingly,
this pattern did not really change over the five
weeks and | came to the tentative conclusion that
the peer pressure of the in-person environment was
preventing some students from being more vocal and
participatory in class.

Of course, my research sample population is small
and this is in no way conclusive, but | think that this
apparent phenomenon of increased peer pressure in

the classroom environment versus less peer pressure
in the ZOOM environment should be given some
consideration when we have the choice to go back to
full-time face-to-face learning after pandemic fears
subside.

For some students, ZOOM might actually be a
better learning environment, as they do not have
their classmates sitting next to them and do not
feel the peer pressure that often forms among
classmates. Before those of us who have grown tired
of ZOOM meetings and would vote to get rid of the
format altogether, it might be worth investing some
time in conducting some research. We should learn
more about what kinds of students might benefit
from online learning versus in-class learning, as each
student has their own unique style of learning.

Many of us have been forced to get used to
learning and teaching with ZOOM due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. But perhaps this was a positive
development for some students who might have
been struggling with peer pressure in the traditional
in-person learning environment. It might be
worthwhile preserving the online learning option for
some students as part of the “new normal” in the
world of education.

Check out our Facebook for
schedules & events!

Keep up with all the latest
Izumo Taisha Hawaii news

English Editor: Rev. Jun Miyasaka
Japanese Editor: Bishop Daiya Amano
Proofreader: Karlton Tomomitsu
Photographer: Kae lkeda
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SUPPORT US WITH AMAZON SMILE!

When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the
purchase price to Izumo Taishakyo Mission of Hawaii.

For the holidays or just everyday, bookmark the link https:/
smile.amazon.com/ch/99-6006486 and support us every time
you shop!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

You can find lots of information about Izumo Taisha.
Please visit us!
www.izumotaishahawaii.com






