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SHRINE CLOSED DUE TO COVID-19
PANDEMIC, OCTOBER FESTIVAL
CANCELLED TO THE PUBLIC

For the first time in Izumo Taisha Hawaii’s 114-year
history we had to close to the public from March
24th to May 23rd due to the State’s and City’s orders
of self-quarantine. Even after that period, we could
not conduct any type of gathering or meeting. As
a result, this year’s Annual Autumn Thanksgiving
Festival, every monthly worship services, Volunteers’
Days as well as the Memorial Day Cemetery
Visitation, Scholarship Golf Tournament and
Hiroshima Peace Bell Commemoration Ceremony
were all cancelled to the public. Annual Membership
Meeting was postponed until further notice.

Although the events and gatherings were cancelled,

the priests have been conducting religious services
at the Shrine daily, monthly and on other particular
days. The priests will also conduct the Annual
Autumn Thanksgiving religious service on October
11th as scheduled, but it will not be open to the
public. Let us pray together from your house for our

safety in this “New Normal” life, under the protection

and guidance of Kami (Gods). Your donation
for October Thanksgiving religious service and
membership fee are still welcome by mail.

In May, the colorful carp streamers (koinobori) were
hung at the Shrine in honor of Boys’ Day on May 5, even
though our gates were closed due to State’s and City’s
self-quarantine order.
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NEW PRESIDENT AND OFFICERS ELECTED

On June 7, a Board of Directors meeting was held
with social distancing at Kazuo & Mary Yamane
Hall. Our new President and Officers, Directors
were elected and former President Mr. Fred Miura,
announced his retirement after over 30 years
leadership. He led the pilgrimages to lzumo Taisha
Grand Shinto Shrine in Shimane, Japan many times.
He was a distinguished executive when we had the
90th, 100th, and 110th Anniversary of the Mission.
We thank him for all of his support and devotion for
many years.

Also, decided at the meeting was the cancellation
of this year’s major activities due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
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NEW SOCIAL HALL BUILDING, RENOVATION
OF THE RESTROOMS, KITCHEN, PRIESTS’
RESIDENCES IN PLANNING PHASE

The Board of Directors recently voted to build a
new social hall building and renovate the restrooms
and kitchen for our future development. Construction
will begin in 2021, following rearrangement of
present office and warehouse this year.

TANABATA, WISH UPON THE STARS

In July, decorated bamboos were on display at the Shrine. These were prepared
for tanabata, or the Star Festival. People write down their wishes on colored
papers and hang them on bamboo. This is a Japanese custom based on the
ancient Chinese legend of the lovers who meet together one night in a year and
agricultural folklore offering prayers for favorable climate during the summer
season. Interestingly at Izumo Taisha Hawaii, 4th of July (American Independence
Day) decorations such as American flag or Star-Spangled Banner, are also displayed
together with tanabata decorations, providing a unique appearance to the

Japanese tradition.

WELCOME TO 1ZUMO TAISHA MEMBERSHIP!
Only with active members can we fully carry out the
programs of the organization. There is much that can
be gained religiously, culturally and socially to enrich
our lives. We ask for your continued membership and
involvement at Izumo Taisha to continue the efforts of our
ancestors. If you can help at our Shrine activities regularly,
we would be very thankful for your kokua (cooperation).
Our membership dues are just $10.00 payable to Izumo
Taishakyo Mission of Hawaii, 215 North Kukui Street,
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817. We accept cash or personal
check for payment. Member benefits include:

1. Newsletters by mail with information about Shrine
activities throughout the year.

2. Priests’ prayers for members’ happiness, health and
well-being at our Daily Morning Worship Service
and at our Monthly Worship Service on the 10th
day of every month.

3. Special blessed items received at the services.

Whether a member or not, you are always welcome to
attend and participate in our religious and social activities.
Please join us and enjoy our fellowship!

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 2020-2021

Oct. 1 First Day of the Month Blessing
Nov. 1 First Day of the Month Blessing
Nov. 11 Thanksgiving Service (Private)

Dec. 1 First Day of the Month Blessing
Dec. 10 Monthly Service, Oharae

Dec. 22 Clean-up for New Year’s

Dec. 29-31 New Year’s Preparation

Jan. 1-3 New Year’s Blessing & Celebration
Jan. 10 Monthly Service, Lucky Number

*Misogi (Ritual bathing for cleansing and
purification at the beach) is observed once a
month, usually on a full moon day. Please contact
Rev. Jun Miyasaka for more details.
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WATER BASIN AT THE SHRINE ENTRANCE
REPAIRED BY DONATION

From May to June, during Hawaii’s self-quarantine
period, the water basin at the Shrine entrance was
cleaned and repaired by Mr. Clay Asato, Mr. Ross
Oshiro, and Mr. Jon Sakumoto, Izumo Taisha long-
time members. They are experienced repairmen and
construction workers. The drain was cleaned and the
basin was nicely repainted and reinforced.

The water basin is an important Shrine facility
where worshippers wash their hands and mouth
upon entering the sacred property. This indicates the
cleansing and purification of one’s inner and outer
self. We had not once renovated the basin during
the past 50 years. We could not find an opportunity
to repair it because of the massive increase in daily
visitors in recent years. The quarantine provided a
very good occasion to do so and now we can see how
nice the basin looks. When you visit us next time,
please see for yourself!

IZUMO TAISHA HAWAII NEW
T-SHIRTS

Our new 1-shirts are designed by Mr.
Taka Noguchi, a well-known designer
who lives in Hawaii. His colorful and
tender art is used by many companies and
organizations such as the Hawai'i Tourism
Authority, the Royal Hawaiian Hotel and
JTB Hawaii.

Regardless of COVID-19
pandemic, Japanese rice plants
are growing vigorously in the
pot on the left side of the
Shrine, by the lantern. These
harvests will be dedicated

to our Annual Autumn
Thanksgiving Service.

JAPANESE TRAVEL AGENCY
HAWAII H.l.S. COMPANY, PROVIDED
“ONLINE VISIT” TO THE SHRINE

On August 12th, Hawaii H.l.S. Company, a famous
Japanese travel agency, provided virtual visits to
the Shrine. During these challenging times, Hawaii
has lost thousands of tourists from Japan. This was
a unique tourism event that presented Hawaii to
Hawaii-lovers and repeaters from Japan.

A video cameraman and guide visited the Shrine
as representatives and prayed for the economic and
physical recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and
also everyone’s safety and well-being. The video was
live-broadcasted on the Zoom platform. 130 virtual
visitors watched the program.
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SUPPORT US WITH AMAZON SMILE!
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates
0.5% of the purchase price to Izumo Taishakyo
Mission of Hawaii.

For the holidays or just everyday, bookmark the link
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/99-6006486 and
support us every time you shop!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

You can find lots of information about Izumo Taisha.
Please visit us!

English Editor: Rev. Jun Miyasaka
Japanese Editor: Bishop Daiya Amano
Assistant: Kristy Sumida

Proofreader: Karlton Tomomitsu
Photographers: Hiroshi lkeda, Kae lkeda
Publisher: Hawaii Hochi, Ltd.



Your Life Cycle Rites for 2020!

We at Izumo Taisha Hawaii regularly observe any life cycle rites throughout the year. Under the protection
and guidance of Kami (Gods), we can handle our daily life challenges and acquire the spiritual energy to get

over any troubles.

Yakudoshi

Blessing for the Ages of Misfortune
Yakudoshi, the Japanese ages

of misfortune, are considered W ]
periods of major changes and
hazards in life. People have oo

feared these ages because it

is said that these times in life
tend to call forth difficulties in
multiple ways both physically
and spiritually, even in terms of
family relations and social relations. On the other
hand, there are the ages of commemoration such
as eastern age 61 and 70.

Nowadays, people count their ages based on
their birthday the Western way, but age counting
used to be based on the New Year’s Day in
the Eastern way. This is the traditional way of
counting in East Asia.

However, it is unreasonable for those born in
January and December to be grouped together as
born in the same year. That is why some people
add one year before and one year after the exact
year of yakudoshi as adjustments. This does not
mean that yakudoshi occurs over three years, but
rather a one year period - 6 months before and
6 months after your birthday - the exact year of
your yakudoshi. In other words, if you were born
during the early months of the year, you should
care about the pre-yakudoshi year. And, if you
were born during the later months of the year,
you should care about the post-yakudoshi year.

Yakudoshi 2020

B &

Male

Eastern Age 25 Born in 1996

Eastern Age 42 Bornin 1979

Eastern Age 61 Bornin 1960 (kanreki)

Female

Eastern Age 19 Bornin 2002

Eastern Age 33 Born in 1988

Eastern Age 37 Bornin 1984

Eastern Age 61 Born in 1960 (kanreki)

Shinto Funerals and Memorial Services
Comforting the Deceased

One of the last rites of a human
life is the funeral. lzumo Taisha
Hawaii conducts Shinto funerals
and memorial services.

In Izumo Taisha Shintoism,
we humans possess souls that
originate from the original
spiritual Kami world but born in this physical
world. After we strive to live productively in this
physical world, our body returns to the earth,
but the soul returns to the original spiritual Kami
world and exists forever under the guidance of
Okuninushi-no-Okami, the primary Kami of lzumo
Taisha. Our souls join the Kami fellowship, protect
and watch closely our family members and
descendants.

Therefore, it is meaningful to recognize the
achievements of the deceased in the physical
world and pray to Okami at the funeral. We ask
that he /she rest in peace and join the Kami
fellowship in glory through the funeral.

Regarding funerals, please contact the Izumo
Taisha office directly, as well as your mortuary of
choice.

After a funeral is conducted, there are services
regularly conducted subsequently to comfort the
deceased, called mitamamatsuri, or memorial
services.

-50 days or 100 days after passing away

-1 year after passing away

-3 years or 5 years after passing away

-10 years, 20 years, 30 years, 40 years, after
passing away

-50 years will usually be the last...




We can also observe the memorial service
annually as some families do so once a year. Also,
we can conduct services for those who do not live
in Hawaii or who belongs to other churches or
religions, if their family allows Shinto services.

These memorial services are usually conducted
at our Shrine, but it is possible to conduct them
at home or at the gravesite.

Other Life Cycle Rites

Weddings

The bride and groom are
married with the blessing
and sacred arrangement
of Kami. The ceremony is
conducted with prayers for
their happiness, well-being
and prosperity of the families now and into the
future.

Safe Birth Blessings

Services include prayers in appreciation for the
pregnancy, good health, safety at childbirth.
Usually, the couple visits the Shrine once during
the fifth month of pregnancy. If you would like
the priest to bless your stomach band, please let
our office know.

Baby Blessings

Known as hatsumiyamairi, a special baby
service is conducted to celebrate his/her birth
and prayers are offered for healthy growth. In
general, this service is held on or near the 32nd
day following birth for a male baby and 33rd day
following birth for a female baby. Service can
alternatively be held on the 100th day following
birth for both male and female babies.

Children’s Blessings

Known as shichi- go-san (7-5-3), services are
usually held at those ages, but we can bless
children at any age. Services may be conducted
for the confirmation and presentation to the
Shrine, thanksgiving for their health and well-
being and progress in their growth and education.

Success in Study, Admission to Schools,
New Employment

We offer prayers during your major life changes.
Kami will protect and lead you through the new
challenge and new life!

New Car or Traffic Safety Blessings

We observe the blessing for driving safety and
protection. The car itself is blessed and amulets
and stickers are given to the owner.

Ground-breaking

We offer prayers toward the local and ground
Kami for safety before starting construction
work on a new house or building. We bless the
grounds, the owners, family, the construction
company, equipment and others related to the
project.

House or Office Blessings

When you move into a new residence or when
you start a new business, we observe an on-site
service praying for happiness and the well-being
of your family and business success. The house
rooms and offices or business locations are
blessed.

Long Life Celebrations

We help celebrate our respected kupuna’s long
life and for their continuous good health and
well-being at certain ages. The ages are based

on the Eastern counting system. (add one year to
your Western age)

Eastern Age 61 - kanreki
Eastern Age 70 - koki
Eastern Age 77 - kiju
Eastern Age 80 - sanju
Eastern Age 88 - beiju
Eastern Age 90 - sotsuju
Eastern Age 99 - hakuju
Eastern Age 100 - joju, hyakuju
Eastern Age 108 - chaju
Eastern Age 111 - koju

Blessing for Personal Wishes

We offer prayers in appreciation of Kami’s daily
protection and pray that your personal wishes
come true. You must strive to do your business
under Kami’s blessing and guidance.
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